s Why does my dog & .
st ratchithe ground
aﬂer Poop'ng ‘o :_

% and/or peeing? ey
Dogs scratch the ground after poopmg!peemg to mark theur \\

up their waste. __‘

The Reasons Behind Ground;Scratchlng

il

Scent Marking Visual Cues t::nﬂlufymg Instlnct
Dogs have special sweat essage ; :
and scent glands in the The scraped earth The combination of This normal behavior
pads of their paws that and torn grass create their waste odor, paw comes from wild canids
release unique pheromones. a clear visual sign for pheromones, and like wolves and coyotes,
When they scratch the dirt other dogs passing by. disturbed soil acts like who use it to show
or grass, they deposit these a canine billboard presence and status
chemical signals into saying, “ was here”, in an area.
the ground.

_.'..«.. ‘ ~ Is this a sign of my dog becoming more confident?

Yes, ground-scratching after pooping is a clear sign of confidence, strong
social status, and assertiveness in dogs.

This behavior shows that a dog feels secure in its surroundings and wants to
proudly broadcast its presence to other animals rather than hide from them.

e ‘ 'Why Confidence Drives This Behavior 3"'

Asserting Status Leaving a Bold Contrasting
Statement with Insecurity

Higher-ranking or more An energetic display of Insecure or fearful dogs tend
confident dogs scratch kicking leaves both a powerful to ru_sh away qun:kly after.
the grounc} more often t'han chemical pheromone mark eliminating _W|thout drawing
shy or anxious dogs, using from paw glands and a extra attention to thgmseWes,
_the act to show they are noticeable visual scrape. sklpplng th_e scratching o0
in charge. routine entirely. -
Itis completely normal for a reactive When ground-scratching is paired with
or anxious dog to start ground-scratching less barking, no pacing, more relaxed body
and acting more confident as they respond language, and excellent responsiveness to
to training, desenstising and socialisation training, it confirms that the behavior is a
sessions and start to feel more secure. positive reflection of true, healthy confidence

rather than defensive anxiety or stress.
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